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THE NUMBERS TELL THE STORY…… 
Essex County Register of Deeds John O’Brien is pleased to announce the 2017 fiscal year 

revenue and document figures for the Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds. 

 

The Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds collected $36,155,125, a $1,078,476 in 

additional revenue for fiscal year 2017 which is a 3.1% increase over fiscal year 2016.  

Register O’Brien attributes a large percentage of this growth in revenue to the increase in 

home prices.  The rise of home prices is reflected in the increase in the amount of Excise 

Transfer Tax collected by the Registry of deeds which is calculated based on the sales 

price of property. 

 

O’Brien also announced the number of documents recorded in fiscal 2017 at the Registry 

of Deeds was a total of 143,243 documents, which represents an increase of 5,101 in the 

total number of documents recorded (3.7%) in fiscal year 2016.  The total document 

increase reflects an increase of 471 deeds (2.8%) recorded along with an increase of 

2,023 mortgages (8.1%) over what was recorded in 2016.  

 

Register O’Brien is also delighted to report that the total 2017 budget expenditures for the 

Registry of Deeds were $3,048,768, down $40,403.00 and representing a 1.3% decrease 

from the 2016 budget due to the sound conservative fiscal management practices in place 

at the Essex South District Registry of Deeds.  
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