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THE history of the fiist decade of the Colonists at Salem
is very obscuie  Unfoitunately the early records of the
proceedings of Gov Endicott, and the Court of Assistants,
at Salem are missing  These records would undoubtedly
give a more clear insight into the geneial policy, and plans
agreed upon, for the orgamzation and gosernment of the
Colonists upon then ainival at Naumkeag

The earliest date of the 1ecoids ot Salem commence
about 1635 In order to comprehend <omewhat of the
early life of the Colonists, we must exam.pe the geneial
instructions given to Gov Endicott for his guidance, by
the Couit of Assistants of the Company 1m1 London

At a meeting m Feb , 1629, and 1t latcr dates measures
were adopted, which weire fiom time to time communica-
ted to Gov Endicott, fiom these instruc.uons we aie led
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to believe, that it was the desire and intention of the “ad-
venturels” whilst heeping m view the gieat object of their
orgamzation, to provide for the common wants of the Col-
onists, at thein onn 11sk The articles enumerated tor the
cargo of the first vessel indicate that then wants weie but
few and sunple, and these confived to the common neces-
stties of then daily life, and yet there are no doubts, but
that the “adventuters” were encouriged by the hope and
belief that they would be more than 1epaid for then risk
m this venturesome undertaking

They mtiusted to M1 Eundicott, goods of vanious kimnds,
which he was to tiafic with the Indians, fot beaver, sea-
otter, and other furs, which they desned him to ship home
on the Talbott, which “was at a charge to them of £150,
00, 0, a month ”

The wise precautions taken 1 relation to the selection
of the Colonists, 1s shown 1 the minute mnstiuctions given
to then agents believing that to be successful and pros-
peious, the Colontsts should be sclected with gieat care,
“they siy they should be mdustiious and fingal, withng
to be employed mn such useful occupations, as would add
to thert own comfort and prospenty ”

In making up then number they selected none but the
most 1chable and tiustworthy, “men who were well 1e-
poited ,” those that were skilled, as mechanies and arti-
zaus, with stiong and positive chatacters, men w ho would
not be 1cadily timdated by dangeis of any kind, and
who would at once be able by then skill and industiy, to
1nsure the petmanent success and prosperity ot the Colony

They also 2equired that all who cast then lot with them
should be submuissive to wholesome 1estraint, suggesting
that “coercion 1s ordered for the fooles back, as necessary
as food,” and further say “Wee heartily pray you that
all bec kept to labor as the only means to 1educe to civil,



yea to Godly life, and to keep youth from falling into
many enormities, which by nature wee are all too much
enclyned vato ”

For the peimanent oigamzition of the Colomsts, the
Genctal Court 1 London otder  “That thuteen of such
as shall be 1eputed the most wyse, honest, eapett, and
disereet petsons, 1estdent upon the Plantaceon shall have
the sole managing and o1derng of the government and
our aftans there, who to the best of then judgement aic to
endeavor to settle the same as may make most for the
Gloty of God, the furtlierince and adv mcement of this
hopeful Plantaceon, the comfort, encouragement and future
benefits of us, and others the beginners and prosecutors
of this soe laudable a worke ” |

In the selection of John Endicott as thent Goveinot, or
chief, they weie no doubt goveined by the same 11g1d 1ules
of chowce, and m wvesting him with full executive powers
they msured the success of their undertaking  His man-
agement of affans proved him woithy of the tiust reposed
11 him, possessing positive traits of character, unflinching
firmness united with gieat executive abihity, he overcame
the difficulties that beset him on every side, and succeeded
m the accomplishment of the most important trust, ever
mtrusted to any one petson, the laying of the foundation,
and shaping the 1stitutions of a New Would

W ithin ten o1 twelve yeas after the airival of Endicott,
the Colomsts are 1epresented as bemg straightened " for
want of land ”  Iubbard, i his history of New England,
says that Ipswich was so filled with mhabitnts that some
of thcm presently swaimed out to another place a lttle
“estward |

During the same pertod seven towns were tncorpolated,
viz , Silem, m 1629, Ipswich, 1634, Newbury, 1635;

Lyun, 1637, Rowley, Salisbury and Gloucester, in 1639.



In consequence of the numerous petitions for “Farm
lands” mcasures weie adopted in the summer of 1633, to
exploie the valley of the Meriimack River to the “extieme
Noitherly” line of the Patent, o1 Chaiter gianted to the
Massachusetts Bay Company  This Chaiter, 1f inter-
preted according to its letter, would have embiaced within
its limits some of the most desuable portions of the State
of New Hampshne

The records of the Company desciibe 1t as follows
(Vol 1, page 1, Mass Col Rec )

“Bounds of that pait of New England granted to the
Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New
Eungland

All that part of New England, 1 America, which les,
and extends between a gieat river there commonly called
*‘Monomack’ alias *Meirtemack,” & a certain other 1iver
theie called Charles River, being 1n the bottom of a cei-
tamn bay there commonly called Massachusetts bay, &
also all and singular those lands and hereditaments what-
soevel lymg within the space of thiee English miles on
the South part of said Chailes River, &c

And also all & singular the lands & hereditaments what-
soever which lie, & be within the space of thiee English
miles to the Noithward of the said rniver called *Mono-
mack,’ ahas ‘Mer1ymack,’ o1 to the noithwaid of any &
every part theteof And all lands &e lying within the
limit aforesmid, &c , &c”

An examination of a valuable Instoiical paper, entitled
“Facts about the Carroll County Keaisarge Mt of N H ,
by the Hon G V Fox,” late Assistant Sec’y of the Navy
of the U S, has led to a moie caretul investigation of an
ancient manuscrapt plan, found a few j ears ago amongst the
files of miscellaneous papeis ot the Court of General Ses-
sions of the County of Essex It 13 without date o1 ac-
companyng documents, but bears on 1ts face evidence of
its being one of the earliest plans yet discoveled.



It 1s endorsed

“Pht of Meremack River fiom y* See up to Wenepe-
soce Poud, also the Coises from Dunstable to Peuny-cook.

Jn° Gaidner ”

I would present a few suggestions 1n 1elation to this old
manusclipt plan, —and 1easons for assigning 1its date as
having been diawn previous to 1670, and for clamung 1t to
be the o11ginal, or a copy of an origmal survey that was well
known m 1652, growing out of the Oider of the General
Court 1 1639,—without any intention of taking part in
the discussion that has biought foith the valuable contii-
bution of Secietary Fox 1 1elation to the location of the
tiue “Kearsaige,” but stmply to identify this plan as an
outgrowth of the entetpiise of the eaily Colonists of
Naumkeag, and which may possibly assist 1n discovering
the eailiest name and location of this disputed mountain

It 1s without doubt the earliest smvey yet discovered of
Meirimack River fiom 1ts mouth to 1ts source, giving the
coutses and distances from Dunstable to Penny -cook, with
the lakes and the mountains m the distance

Its style of desciiption pioves it to have been prepared
at a very early date, g1ving the descriptive names of 11vers
ouly, and would seem to indicate that the suivey was
made before the location of the oldest plantation The
names of Dunstable! and Penny-cook referred to at that
early day to localities embracing fiom one to two hun-
died square miles, 1nstead of incorporated towns o1 plan-
tations

1At what time and by whom Dunstable was first settled 12 unrertain, but it must
have been considerably eamrlier than the dite of the Chuter ir 1573 Farms ra
mentivned 18 then existing  In 1675 orchards are mentioned as t'ien 1n existence
wWhich must have been the growth of yearse 1listory of Dunstable, by Rev C J
Fox,p 17

The e uliest compact settlement of Dunetable, was near the mcuth of Salmon
Brook Ibid,p 25



The Colonists at Naumkeag had an especial mterest 1m
meieasing then settlements mland, establishing new plw-
tations at such pomts as would be most advantageous for
trade with, or defense fiom, the Indian titbes 1 the un-
known regions beyond them

Then adventurous spuit had led them, fiom time to time,
to petition the General Coutt, tor the locations of new
plantations, some of which had been successtully estab-
Lished toward Aganam (Spumngfield) on the West, Casco
Bay on the East, and upon the determination of the Gen-
eral Comt to adhere to, and define the noitherly hine of
the Colony, as set forth 1n the Patent granted to the Goy
& Co of the Massichusetts Bay, thenr attention was di-
1ected to new locations up the valley of the Mernimack
River,

“ Which lie and be within the space of thiee English
miles to the Northward ot the saxd 1iver called Monomack,
allas Merymick, o1 to the Northward of any and eviy

pait thereot, and all land, &e , 1y ing withm the Lunits atore-
said ”

Fo1 the purpose of determining the Noithern Boundary,
it was o1dered, at a Generall Court at Boston

6th 7 mo , 1638

“Goodman Woodward, Mt John Stretton, with an In-
dian & two otheis appointed by the Magistrates of Ipswich,
ate to lay out the lime 3 miles Notthward of the most
Notthernmost part of Mertimack for we they aie to have
5s a day a piece ”

May 22d, 1639

“(3oodman Woodwatd was ordered to have 3£ for s
joutney to discover the runming up of Mernmack, 105
niore was added by order ot the Gov & Dep

And they which went with bim, Tho Houlet, Smgent
Jacob, Tho Cluke & John Manving to have 50s a peice
&c $



5h 9 mo, 1639

~ “The ticasuier wis o1dered to pay John Gardner 20s.
for witness chuge & cuiying Goodman Woodward, hus
mstiuments to Ipswich ”

The following order was pissed 31st of My, 1652

“Noith line of y® Junisdiction

On perusal of ouwr Chaiter, 1t was this day voted by the
whole Coutt, that the extent of the line 15 to be from the
northernmost put of the 1iver Metrimcke & thiee miles
mote notth, whete 1t 1s to be found be 1t an hundied miles,
mote ot less, trom the sea and thence upon st neht hine
cast o1 west to each sea, & this s to be the true mterpre-
tition of the termes ot the hnutt Northward granted 1n
the Patent ”

At the same term of the Geneial Coutt, sepairte Com-
missions wete appointed , one to detetmine the latitude of
the nottheily line at the soutce o1 11se of the Mernimack
River, the other to detetmie the correspondme lititude
on the seca coast, also to ascertain the true line thice miles
beyond

“For the better discovery of the Noith line of om Pat-
ent, 1t 1s ordered by this Comt that Cipt Symond Willard
& Capt Edward Johnson, be appomted as conitnissioners
to procute such artists & other assistnts as they shall judge
meet to o with them, to find out the most Noitheily part
of Mertimache River, and thit they be supphed with all
mannet of necessities by the Ticasurer it for this jom-
ney, & thit they use thei utmost shill & ability to take
a tiue obseivation of the latitude of thit place, & that
they do it with 1l convenient <peed, & mike 1eturn thereof
to the next <esston of this Court” Vol 3, p 278 also
Vol 4, Part I, p 98, 109

“The wswer of Johm Sherman, seret at YW itertowne,
& Jonath m Ince student 1t Huvaird College in Cunbuidge,
to Cipt Symon Willud & Capt Edw ud John~on, com-
misstonels ot the Gen' Ct held at Boston May, 27th, 1652,




concerning the latitude of the northermost pait of Mer-
1umacke River

Whereas we John Sheiman & Jonathan Ince were pro-
cuted by the aforesaid commissioners to take the lattitude
of the place above named, our answel 1s, that “Aquedah-
tan,” the namre of the head of the Meirnimacke where it
1ssues out of the Like * Winnapusseakit,” upon the 1st of
August, 1652 we observed & by observation found, tht
the latitude of the place was 43°, 40/, 12”, besides those
munutes which a1e to be allowed for the 3 miles moie noith
which tun nto the lake ” Vol 3, p 288

RETURNE OF THE COMMITTEE ABOUT THE EXTENT OF OUR
NORTHERLY LIND

“Capt Symon Willard & Cap Edward Johnson, a
Committe appointed by the last Generall Court to procure
artists to Joyne with them to finde out the most northerly
part of Merremacke River, respecting the lyne of our
patent, having procurred Sargeant John Sherman of Wa-
ter Towne, & Jonathan Ince, student at Harvard College,
as artists, to goe along with them, made then retourne of
what thev had donne, and found, viz

John Sherman & Jonathan Ince on their oathes say, that
at Aquedahtan, the name of the head of Merremack, where
1t 1ssues out ot the lake called Winnapuseakit, vppon the
1st day ot August, 1652, wee observed, and by observa-
tion found thit the latitude of the place was 43°, 40/, 127,
beside those minutes which are to be allowed for the 3
miles more nerth which run into the lake _

In witness whereof, they have subsciibed their names,
this 19th day of Oct 1652

Jwr cor me
Jn° Endecot, Guberr”

(Vol 4, Pait I, page 109 )

The 1eturn “concerning the notthermost line of our

patent on the seaside, according to ye oirder of the Genl
Ct.”
“M. Joniws Claake & Mi Samuel Andrevws, both well



skild 1 the mathematicks, having had the commund of
ships uppon severall voy ges, being f\ppmnted to take an
obsertation at the noither ly bounds of of pattent, vppon
the sea coaste, this 1eturue, as tollons.

Our obseryation taken the 139 day of October, the
place of o last observation, the altitude of the sun was, ac-
cording to observation & o' best judgmt 349, 34m | the
declination of the sun, according to ¢ 1lculatmn 1n Ln(rl wnd
114 39w | the differance of lunmtude betwint this pldce
& Elwlaud according to o" Dest Judwm" 18 634 which
time makes 4 howses & one fitth pt of a house, which
adds to of dechination 3 min & 40 seconds, all which alti-
tude, declmation,” & mendionalle differance, being added
togethex makes, 4b°, 16/, 107, which bemg subtiacted
fiom 90°, gave us to be 1llen m Noith Lmtude 43°, 43/,
207, which was 8 seconds to the Noithward of of thxtude
given, which we measured back agayne uppon a south lyne
& thele fell m a vely playne place, whete but few tices
but we maiked 4 o1 5 tiees, one of them marked with M
B, & att the sea «<1de wheie the lyne does extend, theio
Iyes a graysh 1ock at high water muke, cleft in the nnd-
dle, else, the shoie being sand w'out stones, the line
runs ovel.the Noitheimost poynt of an iland, as we judge,
not aboue two o1 thiee aboue the high water maike  The
1land 18 cald the Vpper Clapboard Iland, about £ of a
mile fiom the mayne in Gasco Bay, about 4 o1 5 miles to
the noithward of M* Makwoiths house To which re-
tuine the p’ties abouesard subscribed their hands, & M
Cluke bemng absent, M1 Samnel Andiews, vppon oath
testihed to the truth herot before the \Il“l\tl«lteb m Gen!
Cowt as follows  You sweie by the hwnn' God, thait the
returne you made under yo' hand of the ol)aexvanon you
mide on the 13th of October on the noitheily bounds of

T pittent 1s true according to the 1ules of A1t and yor
best judgm® taken vppo oath, 19" Oct , 1654 7
(Vol 3, page 361, also Vol 4, PutI, page 207 )

“The said Commussioners bioueht i then nll of
Chudge, which they expended, and promised on, & to
those that went that jomney to finde ont the most noitherly
p utof Menmmacke, whieh was 28£ 12, 10, which the Cout



allow cd, and o1dered that the persons concerned should be

atisfied out of the 1ate according as they were promised,
and finther dott order the Tieasurer to satisfy to Captyyne
Willud and Captajue Johnson twenty maikes a pecee tor
then pyres ”

Vol 4, Part I, page 109

The northern hine of the Massachusetts Patent having
been established, and the couise of the Metrimack River,
with its advantages for new plantations becoming so ap-
patent, a number of adventmels m Salem, requested the
Sclectmen to 11y out Penny-cook as a plantation, engaging
for the planting ot the same

The re1sons set forth 1 thewr petition were, © that the
town had puted with so much of then soil, as not to have
enough for the comfortable support of all its population
and whoes er of them should have a new settlement allowed
them, would become mote helpful to Church and Common-
wealth 7 (Felt )

This petition was piesented to the Geeneral Comt by the
deputies from Salem, May, 28, 1663, and the following
order was prssed

Oct, 21, 1663  “In ans® to the motion & request of
the deputys for Salem & 1n thene behalf, the Court judg-
eth 1t mecte to graunt the mhabitants of Salem, a planta-
tion at Penmcook, of Six miles squate, so as theie be
twenty familses setled there wtin thiee yeais, & on the
condicon exprest m a former grant” Vol 4, Paut 2,
page Y1, Records of Mass

In the swme vienuty there was gianted to Gov Endi-
cott 500 icres of land, 1n the “wildernesse at Pennicooke,”
“36 actes of which was on an Island 1 the said River of
Mertemcke, which Island lyeth at the very faithest end
of thit phice cilled Penmecooke,” the 1emaining 460 acres
beme on the cast side ot the 11ver with two small Islands
of about s1xteen poles each, extending into the 1ver.



A plw of this farm dated 1694, 1s filed m the Archives
of Mass Book 45, No 228

Thhs giant was made May 5, 1664, and confiimed May
12, 1668  (Mass Rec )

In 1672 The Geneial Court also giant to Major Wil-
liam Hathoine, of Salem, 2 tiact of one mile squaie, at
o1 about Penecooke, mstead of 500 acies, granted but not
located 1n 1661, “provided 1t hmder not a tonwnship as 18
expiest 1 the grant ”

Belknap, Hist of N H , Vol 2, page 69, gives us the
date of what was no doubt the fitst full and complete sur-
vey of the “Lake Winipiseoge,” under date of 1726 It
813 S

“Mass had, under the mteipretation of her claim for
3 miles Noith, made a miant to Gov Iindicott of some
lands at Pennicooke A Committe was appownted to go
to Penuicooke to confer with a Committe who weie then
employed 1n laying out the lands A sumvey of Lake
Winipiseoge was ordered, that 1t might be hnown what
number of townships could be laid out independant of the
Massachusetts claim ”  Also Vol 2, page 1006, 1b1d

The success attendant upon the tioduction of cotton
and woollen manufactures mto New England, hd turned
the attention of the most skilled engineeis to the perfec-
tion of a system of woirks by which the waste water
powet of the Winmupiseogee Lake, flowing into the Mei-
1imack Ruver, might be stored up, as a reseived power to
be used 1n times of need A preliminuy examation was
mde about 1831 o1 32 of the Wmnipiseogee River, ab
the outlet of the Lake, prepatatory to a survey for the
construction of suttable worhs for the storize of the
waste powel for the use of the mwnufactuning establish-
ments dependent upon the Mermmack River and its tiib-
utiites, as thew chief souice of supply



This exammnation brought to hght what 1s now known
as the “Endicott Rock ,” 1t 18 situated above the bridge
at the Weirs, head of the Winmpiscogee River, and
which, by reason of the improvements below and the
many changes wrought by time had caused the 11ver sup-
ply to flow back, damming up, and overflowing, what was
once established as a monument of the most noitherly
line of the Massachusetts Bay Company’s possessions as
desciibed m their Patent

It 1s an oblong boulder, surrounded with many others
smaller 1 size, 11 the bed of the stieam  Attention was
dnected to this wortk m paiticular, by its size and 1ts
peculin maikings, which on examination proved to be
letters

The following sketch of the rock, with its inscription,
was fuimshed me by a gentleman of New Hampshue,
well versed 1n the emly history of this region, taken
during the diy summer of 1876, when the top of the 10ck
was entirely above water The top 1s nealy flat, the
south-easterly corner being a foot o1 moie the highest,
and slopes to the noith-west

Some pottions of the inscriptions are not very distinct,
for instance, the (I I .. .%) near Gov  On other pats
of the 1ock, I find late 1inscriptions made m 1854

The top of the rock has been exposed to 1ce, since the
waters of the lake have been raised, and 1t appeaied upon
a close examunation made m the morning sunhght, that
other insciiptions were once upon 1t, funt traces mdica-
ting 1t to my mind  All over the rock, we find what
seems like tiaces, or 1emawms of what might have been

21 am imclined to think that the ¢ Harvard student,” Jonathan Ince was the
“artist” who marked tius monument, aud that the obscuie mscuption (I I )
below Gov was the 1nitials of s name, cut by im on the completion ot this sux
vey



duill-holes, an mch and a half acioss, very shallow now,
11 some plices nearly all worn out, m otheis neaily or
quite half an 1uch deep I was unable to account for these
holes, unless these “Art2sts” put them m all over the 10ck
to maik 1t, and to 1ender 1t conspicuous, as so important
an object should be  The letters which 1emain show the
“artist” they aie well cut, and 1n a way to show skill, and
no doubt when they left 1t, 1t was stamped with the 1ecord
of the latitude, and much more than can now be found

NORTH
f‘ E) Sw
WP fOHN
ENDICVT
r GOV
] 11
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This 18 undoubtedly the monument established by the
commissionets, Edwaird Johnson and Symon Willaad, to
designate the noitheily line of the Meirunack River

The question of the most impoitance, 1n a historical
point of view, connected with this plan 18 to determine 1ts
date, and the puipose for which 1t was projected

It bears on 1ts fice evidence ol its being the earhest,
md 1s no doubt the very oldest plan yet discovered of
he Merrimack River, and with the practical views of the




leading minds of that eaily period 1t must have oniginated
m some well matured purpose for the development ot the
resources of the valley bordering the Meirimack River

It must be boine 1 mmnd that the Governor and seve-
ral prominent membets of the Council of the Massachu-
setts Bay Co were located in Salem, which then embiaced
most of the southern poition of the county of Essex, and
that they were anxious to occupy and develop, to the ex-
treme limits consistent with safety, such portions of their
girant as would be easy of access, those maiked by water
communication, being the fitst selected

The fitst Legislative action was m 1638, when the
General Court appointed Commissioners to discover the
sources of the Merrimack River Goodman Woodward,
with others, was appointed, and no doubt peiformed the
duty assigned them, as i May, 1639, they weie paid for
then seivices

The present plan not only meets all the requuements
demanded by such a swivey, giving the 1nvers floning
mto the Meinimack, with the ponds, lakes, and moun-
tans beyond, as they appeaied at that early day

It also conforms to the suivey made by Willard and
otheis 11 1652, as 1eported to the General Court, which
report was moie fully expluned when they weie 1equited
by the Generil Court mn 1665 “to give testimony of what
they did thene ”  They say |

“Wee mdented w* two Indians well acquamted with
Mertemack River & the gieit lake to which wee went,
boin & hied all theu daies thereupon, very mtelligent as
any 1n all these paits, as wee conceived

We covennted w' them, to lead us vp Meniemack R
as far as the River was Menemack R, when wee come
shoit of the lake about 60 miles, there come two Riveis

mmto, one from the westward ot the noirth, & the othex
fiom noithward of the East.—The westeily 11ver to me



as I then thought, was bigger than the other, but taking
notice of both these 11vers & knowimg we must mihe vse
but ot one I called the Indians to mfulm us which was
Mertemack River  then answeir was, the River wlhich
ws next unto vs, that cime fiom the eastetly pomt, wlich
rivel wee tollowed unto the Liike

Witness our hands this 17th ot the 3 mo 1665

Symon Willud,

Edw ud Jolhnson
Attested on oath before the Gov & Magistrate assem-
bled m Gen! Ct

As attests Thomas Danforth per order ”

There can be no doubt about that pait of the plan giv-
g the “Corses fiom Dunstable to Pennicoose,” 1s hay ing
been diawn between 1660 and 7, by John Gaidner, w ho
was at that time a 1es1dent of Salem

The fact that Gov Endicot and Major Hathorne hav-
Ing a landed mterest, and both of them my ~tiates of the
General Sessions of the Peace, may accouw: for the plan
bemng on the Court Files

The next question to be determined 13, who was Jn®
Gaidner, whose name 1s affised to this piun, or swyey,
and can he be 1dentified ?

¥iom a careful exammation of all avail iie documents,
we aic satished that he was the son of Mi Tanmas Gard-
ner, who 1emoved with Conant from Cape Aun in 1626,
and hid a settlement 1 Salem on the ariival of Endicott
m 1628 Thomas was one of the fiist over-ecis at Cape
Ann, one of the onginal members of the First Chuich
1 Salem, made a ficeman m 1637, and cler o d o Deputy
to the Geneial Coumrt the <ime year  He wis for many
years prominent in the admmisti ition of the public affuirs
of the town He had a grant ot 100 acre-~ of land at the
head ot the Noith River, which flom tine to tine was
mcredsed by other grants so that at his deat.., i 1674, 1t
comprised several hundied acres.



2John Gardner, the son of Thomas, 18 supposed to
have been born betore s arnival at Cape Anu, dymg in
1706, at the aze of 82, making his buth 1624, without
any allowance for the unceirtanty of the ealy record of
ar1ival, and was the fst, and until after 1653 the only,
John Gardner that can be found m our 1ecords  He mar-
1ed the daughter of Capt Joshua Grafton, of Salem
Then son, the 2d John, was born the 20, 12 mo , 1653

The first time the nume appears mn out Mass Coll Rec-
ords 1s under date of 5th of Ymo, 1639

We next find at a meeting of the town assistants

25th 11mo, 1642

John Endicott and Thomas Gardner, bemng present,
gianted unto Richard and John Gardnei, each of them
a ten acre lot at Mackercell Cove  His names fiequently
mentioned with otheis m laying out of lots and measuie-
ments of land 1 Salem

1657 Jno Gaidner with others, were desired to jomn
with Ly nn to run the hine fiom the sea to the great pond,
etc  (Boundaiy between Salem and Lynn )

1659  “Mr Walter Price, M1 Joseph Giafton & John
Gaidner, did seurl tymes take contribution ot those that
were fiee 1m 1t wd sett down fiom their mouths what they
voluntaiyly cwve for that end,” for the pirocuring of a

house and laud tor M1 Juo Higginson, owr Pastor  Es-
sex Hist Coll Vol 5, p 272.

1660 Jno Gaiduer of Salem was emplojed to run
the bounds between Boston, Chailestown and Lynn  The
1epoit of his doings 1s handed down to us 1 a suit be-
tween the town of Lynn, vs Thomas Brown, in case of
tiespass the following testimony was put mto the case

“Mi John Gaidner of Salem, bemng desied by the
Selectmen ot Lynn to Run the bounds betwint Bostone,
Chatlestowne wmd Lynn vppon a Not Norwest 1y ne, hom

the middle of Bude’s biook vppon the foote Buidge by
Mi Benutts, by a Menidian Compass, he the sayd John



Gaidner testifieth That the faime house which they eall
Roget Tylers s about One Hundied, o1 Sinscote Rods with
1 the sayd Ly ne, and thit house the ¢l Ensiene Binaofts
1s about One [Tundied o1 Sinscore Rods, and the field the
call Mt Lyndall’ field which lyeth of to the Noiwestward
of his farme house 1s wholly within the same Lyne

Pe1r me John G udnet
This Lyne was 1un 1 the year, 1060, as appe us by the
Towne Books
Vetra Copia taken out of the Ouiggiuall under M1 John
Gardners hand

Attest John ffuller Town Cluk ”

In Mansficld et al of town of Lynn, vs Thomas Biown,
1 swit tor tiespass 1682, the above certificate was put
info the case

1663 'John with his biother Samuel were onwneis of
one half of the new corn mull i Salem built i 1663
“% of his Water mull at Salem left by will to his Grandson
*John Gairdner,” son of *John who probably died betore
his fathey

Richard Gaidner brother of John appears to have set-
tled m Nantucket about 1666

The Essex County Court Records mndicate that Richard
and his wife sy mp ithized with the doctimes of the Qua-
keis, bemg both of them fiequently fined for absentng
themselves fiom the “Public Worship of God ” At the
County Cowt held in 1667, the Court 1emutt “% of the
fine of 403 against the wife of Richaid Gardner because
she had 1remosed out of the jurisdiction to dwell ”

It would appear that thiough the mfluence of Richard,
a vote was passed by the authorities of the town mviting
‘John and lis fanuly to settle amongst them, as appeais
by the follonmg proceedings

August, 1672
“The Freeholde1s, immhabitants, purchasers & Associates



of the I-land of Nantucket, grant unto M1 John Gad-
net, of Silom, Mamer, A Seimen Accomadation, with
all Appurtcnnees belonging unto at, as fully a5 the other
Scamen & Inulesmen have i then toimer grants, upon
condition thit he come to Inhint and to set up the trade
of fishmy with 4 suthcient vessel, fit for the taking of Cod-
fish, &¢ , & ” Nan Rec , Book 1, page 31

The proviso attached to the proposed graut was “that
the rayd John Gardner to be heie with his famuly betoie
the 1i~t day of Apul, 1674 ”

In 1676 "John Gardner now of Nantucket, conveys
lmd m 5ilem to D1 Baiton and John Saunders * This
land was situated near the present coiner ot Xssex and
Ileibart streets  (Essex Reg Deeds )

Soon after the anval of John mm 1673, the following
vote was pissed by the Fiecholders

“Richaid Girdner & his brother Capt John Gaidner
had license granted them to buy land on Nantucket of the
Native Indiws ”  (Provinaal Ree of New Yok )

In 1673, John was appomted by Franas Lovelace, Gov
of New Yok, ‘to be Captun ot the Toot Company 1n
Nantuchet ’

Ie was also appointed Chief Magistiate of the Island
m 1680, 2, and 4  After the tianster of the Junisdiction
of Nantucket to Massachusetts Bay Colomes, m 1692,
he was appomted Judge of Piobate, holding the office
at the tune of his death, m 1706 He 1epresented the
town of Nintucket mm the General Coumt, in 1692-3.
Was T Compussioner for Martha’s Vineyad and Nan-
tucket to1 the years 1692 and 1693. (Pirovince Laws,
Vol 1, p 93) Appomted a special Justice to try
Stiabo, an Indian of Nantucket, o1 the muirder of his
wife M ugaret, mn 1704

Judge Gardner died 1in 1706 His grave stone, the old-



est on the Island, 1s about a mile west of the present town
1 the ancient burymng ground nem Maxey’s Pond, but
very much defaced Its oniginal wscription was : —

t“Here hes the Body of John Gardner, who died
May 6, 170G, Aged 82 years ”



